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25th anniversary MDF
Rhineland entrepreneurship in international collaboration
Rhineland entrepreneurship is under renewed attention since the outbreak of the current financial economic crisis. A crisis that is the outcome of the extreme excesses in which the Anglo American way of thinking and acting is concealed. The spearhead of this approach has been to make money in the shortest possible time and manage on (financial) indicators mainly. 

The Anglo-American wind has already been blowing accros Europe for almost three decades. It took off in the Netherlands during the 80s last century and it repressed the Rhineland thinking that previously had been characteristic for the European way of working in society and organisations.  
Today, the Anglo American approach also reveals itself in international development collaboration. It appears to be that the aim is progressively more to achieve short-term results, preferably all measurable. Many substantive experts have given way to “control” professionals who put accountancy first. It seems that these days the focal point increasingly is to follow the procedures and the financial aspects of programmes, rather than to reach the (less) measurable successes. 
Rhineland entrepreneurship focuses, among other things, also on long term results. It puts the professional at the centre of its activities and it vouches for innovation, for community involvement, and for respect for the environment. Trust is the underlying condition for performance! 
The reimbursed devotion to the Rijnland model is currently unfolding itself in Dutch society, politics, health and education sector, companies and institutions alike. An illustration of this is the rising awareness that in addition to the role of the government and the civil society to advance development, there is also a vital and enduring role for businesses.
MDF is eager to underline the Rijnland way of doing business in international collaboration and to put it high on the agenda. Therefore MDF organises on July 2nd a “bazaar” to introduce curious visitors to the Rijnland thought and entrepreneurship in international collaboration. 
The programme on Friday 2 July, from 12:00-16:00, is as follows:

·   Lunch from 12:00 till 13:00

·   Introduction to the Rijnland way of thinking and acting

With Jaap Peters: author of among others “Intensieve Menshouderij” 
·   Short stories about Rhineland companies in the South
·   Bazaar to exchange opinions about Rhineland entrepreneurship in the South
Several questions will be displayed on large canvases and participants will be encouraged to debate on these questions in an informal setting. MDF will project a virtual wall poster to illustrate the responses of participants

·  At the centre of the bazaar will be a stage, the so-called “zeepkist”
This will provide a platform to anyone who wants to share ideas and thoughts about the displayed questions. The facilitator will invite people to step up and will also challenge the announced speakers to amplify on their experiences
· Presentation about how MDF is planning to incorporate Rhineland entrepreneurship in its international activities 

Together we will relish Fair Trade products : sandwiches, soup, coffee, tea, beer and  wine 
Meanwhile, from 4PM onwards, we will enjoy the semi-finals of the football World Championship on large screens...
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